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A method to detect the presence of virtual environment in the analysis of malware

WU Fa-wei, FANG Yong, LIU Liang
(Institute of Information Security, Sichuan University, Sichuan Chengdu 610065, China)

Abstract: Security Companies usually apply virtual environment to analyze malware, whereas a large
amount of current malware already adopts various VMware detection techniques in order to resist analysis.
In this paper, three main methods for detecting the presence of virtual environment are presented, as well
as their countermeasures. A performance related method to detect the presence of virtual machine or
emulator is designed, which can successfully detect the presence of virtual environment, such as VMware
and Qemu, etc.
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Internet | 77 1E & V5 22 % 2 854k (1 Malware,Malicious Software 28), X M 2 25 19 430 7 7 138 9 43 R 0 25 4%
B Bl A5 50 AT o 76 JE IR IS T 04T 3l 28 50 A1 02 49 B 2% 2 00 B 5 ok 1) 6 % o 8 UL PR 45 A 9 K 4ULBL (Virtual Machines
Monitors, 4l VMware,Virtual PC %) F1#5 4Ll £ (Emulator, # Qemu,Bochs Z8). i K& L3055 3 #7 3% 525 B0 0 - Ak S
AN TR G B A AT T X B HLE e I, i T DUAR J7 i b R &2 31 2 0 00 T eIk 248 o 1 200 B o A TR (an
SCHER[A]TR A A T2, DL SCHR[2] 0 1 TTAnalyze)#f 2 56 T 5 000 58 5k 43 B % B 1 o SR [1]9r 25 10 A9 7 ik
RE A% Rl 3 (571 7 Anti-VMware £oR B H0F, SCER[AMEH] 13T Qemu IYBE L& R 20 Bl B A . B K
PSRBT VF Z R X BT o3 B, H UL A it SR R AR R AR AT TR IR, R, WERBUETER | BT .
A ARG G HADAT AR PU M o A ST T 3 Tl J2 A I K FUABIL 1) T 3 B AR L B X BT R it . A A R AL PR B
() 7 BB AEAE 28 AR L B X BU RS it , € 48N BB A 0 FH TR I R DL A B, A SR T — 3 T i L A s ) R U
HLARE LR B0 ik, BE OB AT R & 2 oh g SULAL AR 401 28 o

1 EBVFRUSFHOES RN AR

FEHLES 5 BRI R, AL BT A 48 2 W PAT . R BIHL A — 3820 48 4 0T B AR BT . EA 1R
AHLAS I AR T4y K. 1) T Fidia 45 #l (Media Access Control, MAC)HuHE (46 5k 2) ETHIRGHR
(Descriptor Table) k£ 757 ¥k 5 3) & T REAUMLIT 7145 2 BRI J7 12 .
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1.2 ETFHRFRAOEN

L4354 SIDT Ml SGDT LI A SLDT #] LI45 3| Interrupt Descriptor Table Register,Global Descriptor Table
Register, Local Descriptor Table Register ()P %%, 7R 42 HL 5L 10 A EC 52 32 AL 5L AT ok S8 (8 1Y) M Bk 305 LR A —FE Y
“Scoopy doo#i il SIDT,SGDT HI SLDT 15 £ #H 5L 27 77 5 (18 , SRJ5 15 VMware 5& SCRIMEHEAT HL A, IR 75 IE
BT T WML . RedPillPMfi ] SIDT A4 IDTR BIME, SRJG 15— BB AT HeEE, KT BRI N L 7 i 1L 0L
s, ERI, SCER[6IMEH T LDT ks I & SIHL 2 & 772 7E .

1.3 EFEBINBITESHEN TG E

B w6 5 £ 594G I ALY v B VMware J5 114684 SCHER[41ASCHR[ 7188 T VMware J5 11484
KM VMware B EGFTE . Ja 148480 VMware A9 BB ITT .
mov eax, 'VMXh'

mov ebx, 0

mov ecx, 10 /I get VMware version
mov edx, 'VX' /I port number

in eax, dx /I read port

i 1R SR AR, R AT LAAG I 2 1 AR B UL s AT

2 X RE LA A B FE b
2.1 JHETF MAC bt FiE A R &N 895

i 3 ARG S AL MAC Huhik mT LG I 2 15 1E A8 UL s 17 o B SUR LAY MAC $ihik T LLXF45E T MAC
b hk A I R LRI B 53k

22 MHETHAFREUMETEUNGETE KRN EE

CHK[8]H ) “REFORM” & —4~ C++4i 5 Y 32 H.20 S L 4 #% (Interactive Disassembler, IDA)#{4, ZEffiJH IDA
Debugger i} “REFORM” BE#5 i #2 5 F 2 K M J2& 75 A2 A % B AL A A2 DU . “REFORM” B2 9 % A INAE
WL F A M VMware J5 1484 50#5 500 TF SIDT S5 AR TFHE 2, WhAe AH DL A9 by 15 8 0 14 r . — ELRE
PEWT R fik 2, DU B Sl % A I 00 A A7 g AN AR HUEE ST AN T flan, ZEPHAT VMware 51384 205, ebx B4
magic value 22 55T 0, o X A7 =X, 2 A dx HIR £ 5 THERAF R A VMware 5 114642 i fit . BIfEfEA T
BT M AILH AR B9 52 2 F (U Themida F1 VMProtect 25 )% 8 2 8F N 72 Z )5, A BE S8 2o 3k b 3l 28 (0 A6 ) Oy 12
PR A B e B PRAT B S TR BRAT I 0T A 0L A il %

2.3 HXI1E

B VMware.vmx e B SO Sk 2E 1E 3R VMware BR A9 5 171484, Carpenter™® %5 i 17— 2 51 1 it & & 351
K B 1k X 5 AL B A U

3 ETHeELRMEMURERNZEAGTR
3.1 HEE

AR — P I T MR LE B A R B LA 1 T R, et B, T IR BE S AT VMware, T HLREKS
3T Qemu Y IR .

ERMASE P BT RIFBCRE A A B b, PATEE T A SEIA B8 . B R UL SO AE 1,
HE A B R, O TR, B T PR AT R ] O S A A AR T — b T AT N 1] 22 S SR A T R
LR BE B S8, (E R 4 X B4 T B R) AN BE S A T M 2 B IE s 4T TR BIMLA o A [E B9 RE (R 5L 2 A M #E R 5
AL B S FEL XS PATH R, fFESEEV AT IS A f B, iR EMHRITRIEZ ] T, EE#M
L BPATREEES A5 B, iR EMNPUTHIEZE T,, MR T, AT, BB ENES, Al LIS HES
BITFEMNREZ T, FHit, ERFHERRLLEM TR, EEATHEMNESMESRINER, LR HKER
AEAZ AL, W LAEEL CRO Ml CR3 5 NOP 454 sk fif ™, %5 CRO Ml CR3 #F & HFANIE 4, 1fii NOP J&— ji 5
A, ik, X BSEPR b OR A ERE RRATE A BB ] 5 — e A B B R AR b, A SR AT 1% A X B R] A AR 40 A B R
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SEIAEE SR, DAL IR Y AT A R R SRR E . CRO 5 CR3 2 #2774y, CRO 1] HF &l
1, CR3ZTTH SR 7 RF . (A7 T H W dbht . 7 LeBeRT B0 I BE 2 (046 4, (1] ROTSC A3 8IRT ], 35
CRO /R BACHS I (25 CR3 AYARASZEALL)

CLI

RDTSC

MOV starttime,EAX

MOV EAX, CRO

MOV CRO, EAX

MOV EAX, CRO

MOV CRO, EAX

RDTSC

MOV endtime,EAX

STI

1E HE WP BE AT 5 76 BLSE F WIS AT (] 23 A 3R 25 S, FLJR DR AR 1 58 2 HLAE Ab SRR ACHE 4 B 1L JE 400 94 35 22
MOEZ I, BT LTS5, AELEINMBERALLIROAF BT HATRBSA 2570 W To, T, T 01 FE R
i 1R U AL $:/E CRO,CR3,NOP AU [E], RoFEm To 5 ToBIHAE, RaFn To 5 Tomy el . M B ag o4, al Lk
Bl —EEMEE: 1) TERBPLT ReiEiE 1, B TE R, FRGEAEH R ALHE 4 B 800 =15 1 752 010
B, 2) EASENE, RoS R AYHLIEHE T 1.

3.2 X

S P BOE R AT UIR - E e AT 1000 Yk, A ESFEIME, SRS HATIX 1000 N EICGEE . Real AR
SENL, VM AR RS, Qemu A3 Qemu BRI . TR, KO SLm A FRH, HAE Vmware Workstation
T, IR AKX Vmware esx #E 1T I

21 AMD X2 240@2.81 GHz, 1 G RAM 22 Intel E5200@2.5 GHz, 2 G RAM
Tablel AMD X2 240@2.81 GHz, 1 G RAM Table2 Intel Pentium E5200@2.5 GHz, 2 G RAM
RealVM T, T T Re Rs  RyRy RealVM T, T T R R;  RiRo
Real 179 241 9 19.89 26.78 1.35 Real 377 376 42 1142 1139 1.00
VMware 100 15794 82 122 192.61 157.88 VMware 332 7264 284 117 2559 21.87
%23 Intel(R) T5800@2.00 GHz 2.00 RAM %4 AMD X2 240@2.81 GHz, 2 G RAM
Table3 Intel(R) T5800@2.00 GHz 2.00 RAM Table4 AMD X2 240@2.81 GHz, 2 G RAM
ReallVM T, Ts T Re Rs R4Ry ReallVM T, Ts T Ro Rs  RiRy
Real 420 960 66 6.36 1555 2.44 Real 224 536 63 356 851 2.39
VMware 186 11333 160 1.16 70.83 61.06 VMware 119 10978 105 1.13 10455 92.52
F 1~F 5 MERMEL, #HAT T 1000x 1000 Kk, FLinss 75 AMD X2 240@2.81 GHz, 2 G RAM
WHRW . /£ VMware Fi%E CRO % HSEE%HEMEPH%(JX*QZ: Table5 AMD X2 240@2.81 GHz, 2 G RAM
it i+ Qemu); 7E VMware fl Qemu H 2 CR3 H7E H.5Z EHL ReallvM = To  Ts T R Rs  RR
g Z, E£EA 10 50 LR, miT NOP $§4, HE Real 224 536 63 356 851 2.39

FTHLE L AE VMware Fll Qemu Hk— i, Zadscio R . LR
AL CR3 MY Ty, e K TH L EH TS CR3 W Ta; 1
Vmware fil Qemu H1, Ry 5 Ry I F{E fiz/NR 13.33, fix Kk 157.88, MifE H S AL E, Ry 5 Ry W HL{E /MKy 1.00,
KA 2.44, TEBEHLT Ry 5 Re 1Y LI 5 B AL IR BEAH HLAS (L AR B & .

R S50 45 9L, AT LASRE Y DA R A 0 R SUUML A ik

1) & & —A®H Threshold_T3, W EHL CR3 MR [E] T KT Threshold_T3, M AT DL & 328 17 76 RE L3R 855
A EIBATE B S B . ASCEeF ], Wl LLEHL 2 000 3] 5000 E N —AEIME, IWE 1~EL 5 halIFEN, 78
BRI AY T #KF 3000, A SCEEHE 3000,

2) B — 1 H{E Threshold_R30, N%i%%E CR3 il CRO [ {4 Re/Ro KT Threshold_R30, NAJ LI &E Niz
TTHEBIIAREE R, BN EE 178 B B, ARSCI R, BEHL 5 #) 10 Z [ A (H & 230, A SCEE#E 8.
M 1-F 5[ LLEH, ERUVLETE R & CR3 5 CRO W HLEAF KT 8.

VMware 453 6036 77 588 7839 13.33
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Rt AT LS Ty L Ry 15 Ro 0 Ho (DK K U A S0LBR B, 1207 2 AR AL AT LR K Vimware, 1 EL AT 14T
Kol Qemu, 74 S A JRURE L U RESE JTT T 400 Ho M SUBR B, 0 Virtual PC,Bochs %, A% 434 6 T SCIR (11401 [2]49
BRI T B

4 R

ARSCHHT T 3 b A X R AUML A A I O 28, X R AR A O, M T AR E AT X PR L ke B 1k X R
PIHLAAS I o 31X 3 Fh 7 B AR A7 AE 5 MR O X PURE A, O &R B SO AR I LR B . AR SCHR T — R TR AR
22 S5 ORAG T R B BE 1 7 3k, SERR A R, W LSRR A s ATt i) 22 5%, BEAE K MR 5 s 17 T M
BLP . 07 ¥ RE S AT RS I S 2 B2 S A7 F B LR b, o] DAXEHEIE F B BUA5E (A VMware A1 Qemu) 1 3%
B AT o A S Dt PR A A R TR I H At 2 S PR 5%, 4N Virtual PC il Bochs %5 .
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